
 

By using correct string 
trimming methods; you 
will not have as many 
weeds along the edges 
because the grass will be 
thicker.  

On a side note; don’t 
string trim close to your 
trees and shrubs or you 
will damage the plant. 

 

Jeff Benjamin 

President, BLC 
 

 

(This article is a repeat 
from last year; however, 
I feel it is important 
enough to include it 
again as a friendly      
reminder)  

It seems like such a   
simple thing to do when 
you mow your lawn; 
string trimming. 

The fact of the matter is; 
the biggest   percentage 
of  homeowners (and a 
lot of mowing services) 
trim  incorrectly. The 
main    procedure that is 
done incorrectly  is the 

height of the string  
trimming. To string trim   
correctly, you must trim 
the grass at the same 
height that you mow the 
lawn. Most people do 
not like to string trim    
every time they mow so 
they beat the grass off a 
little bit above the 
ground. By trimming this 
way, you promote weed 
invasion due to thinner 
grass and lower grass 
height that allows the 
hot sun rays to greatly 
raise the temperature of 
the turf. 

String Trimming Your Lawn? 

One of the hardest things 

you can do for your shade 

and ornamental trees is to 

have grass come right up 

to the trunk. The recom-

mended way to solve this 

problem is to install mulch 

around the tree.  

I would recommend on 

smaller or new trees, a four 

foot diameter ring. Larger 

trees could have a eight to 

ten foot ring.  

Start by spraying the area 

with round-up. Once the 

grass is dead, cut down the 

outside ring where the 

mulch will meet the turf. 

Install mulch to a depth of 

4ò but do not put the mulch 

against the trunk.  

By doing this, your tree will 

not compete with the turf 

for moisture, you save 

damage to the tree from 

not having to string trim 

around it. Your treeôs root 

system will strengthen and 

overall your tree will be 

much healthier. 

 

Mulch around your treesé. 
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